
 

 

Reference:    LIFE18 NAT/CZ/000832 

Title:  Protection of priority grassland habitats in the SCIs of the South 

Moravian Region 

Coordinating beneficiary:  ZO ČSOP Onyx 

 

Progress Report (June 2022 – March 2024) 

The individual activities from June 2022 are described below (the previous period is described in 

previous reports and published on the website here: https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt-

stranka/48/life-southmoravia/51/dosazene-vysledky/ . 

 

A. PREPARATORY ACTIONS, ELABORATION OF MANAGEMENT PLANS AND/OR 

OF ACTION PLANS 

A1 Expert study on restoration management 

A1's PROJECT DELIVERABLE PRODUCTS 

Deliverable name Deadline 

The Expert study on restoration management - done 03/2021 

Milestone name Deadline 

Collected data in the field - done 10/2019 

The studies were completed on 12/21 and sent in the midterm report. 

 

C. CONSERVATION ACTIONS 

C1 Restoration management of grassland habitats 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Photodocumentation of work progress - done 04/2023 

Photodocumentation 2 of final state 12/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Removing of invasive plants started - done 04/2020 

Restoration management started - done 11/2020 

Removing of invasive plants completed  06/2025 

Restoration management completed  09/2025 

 

Status as of 3/24: 

 EVL  management C1.1 (ha)  

Stránská skála  4,3  

Pouzdřanská step-Kolby  3,1  

Děvín  16,7  

Stolová hora  1,8  

Miroslavské kopce  7,9  

Moravský kras  0,8  

Žehuňsko  10  

Total 44,6 ha  

 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt-stranka/48/life-southmoravia/51/dosazene-vysledky/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt-stranka/48/life-southmoravia/51/dosazene-vysledky/


 

 

The wood from the cuttings is mainly used as fuel, and some of the acacia wood has been provided 

to small craftsmen for the production of accessories and decorations. We are considering the use of 

biochar in accordance with the recommendations of the Interim Report on the Evaluation of 

Ecosystem Services. 

Stránská skála 

In 2024, clearing will continue in the upper part of the site and in the area where we are creating 

facilities for shepherds.  

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/313/kvete-i-stranska-skala/  

Pouzdřanská step-Kolby 

We are gradually connecting individual pastures and removing dense areas. The work will take 

place from August 2024 to March 2025. We also plan to clear areas that have not yet been grazed 

and are slowly becoming overgrown with bushes.  

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/309/vyrezy-na-pouzdranech/  

Děvín 

Gradually, clearings are being made, aimed at opening up the expanding scrubland. Due to the 

difficult terrain, work here is progressing very slowly. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/312/rozkvetly-devin/  

Stolová hora 

In 2023, we had two groups of corporate volunteers from Gasnet s.r.o. and KPMG a.s. They focused 

on cutting down smaller trees such as dogwood, hawthorn, and maple. This activity has a significant 

impact on the expansion of steppe areas, which means clearing some bushy sections throughout 

Pálava. In this way, we are preparing the terrain for planned grazing in 2024. Mowing will take 

place in areas where grazing is not possible.  

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/303/dobrovolnici-na-stolovce/  

Miroslavské kopce 

Cutting took place in the EVL between 2021 and 2023. A major problem arose when, at the same 

time, the AOPK carried out an unprofessional intervention in the project areas without consulting 

us – removing acacia stands (approx. 4.5 ha) without the use of herbicide. The area then became 

overgrown again with acacia, spindle, elderberry, and Prunus mahaleb saplings. Further 

interventions were beyond the scope of the project work and schedule. In the end, we proceeded 

with the remediation of the areas – removing the seedlings with the application of herbicide to 

prevent further spread. Unfortunately, these interventions significantly exceeded the budget for this 

SCI, through no fault of our own. Therefore, we agreed with the AOPK that we would carry out 

further management (cutting, mowing) ourselves. 

Moravský kras, Floriánek 

In areas where we have obtained the consent of the owners, the clearings have already been 

completed. Where consent has not been granted, negotiations are still ongoing. An article about our 

project and the restoration of the area was published in the Jedovnice municipal newsletter. The 

article emphasizes that our project is limited by the lack of consent. We now plan to contact the 

owners again. In May 2024, in cooperation with the municipality, an excursion to the project area 

will be organized for local residents and landowners. The new municipal leadership, which took 

office in the fall of 2022, is more inclined toward nature conservation than the previous one, so we 

expect negotiations to be easier in the future. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/310/nad-floriankem-se-bude-past/  

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/313/kvete-i-stranska-skala/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/309/vyrezy-na-pouzdranech/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/312/rozkvetly-devin/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/303/dobrovolnici-na-stolovce/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/310/nad-floriankem-se-bude-past/


 

 

Žehuňsko 

Pruning of self-sown trees (especially dogwood, blackthorn, myrobalans, rose hips, and sycamore 

maple) continues in the Kněžičky and Báň areas. 

Fruit trees (probably cherries - Prunus) will be planted in the fall of 2024, approximately 10 trees in 

open areas within the existing orchard, in places where grazing takes place. Spring planting has not 

proven successful in recent years due to drought. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/288/jaro-na-zehunsku  

 

IAS disposal: 

Status as of 3/24 

SCI 

C1.2 (ha) 

Isatis tinctoria 
Robinia 

pseudoacacia 

Ailanthus 

altissima 

Glycyrrhiza 

glabra 

Děvín 23,7 - 1,0  

Miroslavské kopce  12,6   

Moravský kras     

Pouzdřanská step-Kolby   1,3 11,9 

Stránská skála   0,5  

Stolová hora     

Žehuňsko     

Total 51 ha 

 

Stránská skála 

Since 2022, Ailanthus altissima has begun to spread in the area. It is currently being eradicated by 

injecting the trunks. Male specimens in the vicinity (outside the SCI) will also be injected, and we 

are considering the use of Ailantex. 

Pouzdřanská step-Kolby 

In 2022 and 2023, the eradication of Glycyrrhiza glabra and Asclepias syriaca by chemical means 

– spraying the leaves. After several years of effort, we unfortunately have to conclude that the 

eradication of Glycyrrhiza glabra is impossible, so the interventions are only regulatory in nature. 

Asclepias no longer appears here. Last year, we discovered a relatively large outbreak of Ailanthus 

in the project area. The trees were in dense thickets and we only discovered them after cutting them 

down. Their eradication will continue by chemical and biological means (Ailantex). 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/294/klejicha-je-tikajici-bomba/  

Děvín 

The elimination of Isatis tinctoria continues in the Děvín Special Area of Conservation (SAC) – 

entire plants are being pulled out, roots and all. The entire area (23 ha) is being covered each time, 

and after four years of the project, the density of plants is significantly lower, as confirmed by a 

botanist from the Pálava Protected Landscape Area. Ten years ago, woad formed dense, 

interconnected stands here, but now it occurs only sporadically and scattered. 

Cooperation with volunteers on the removal of Isatis also took place in 2023, when many groups 

and individuals responded to articles in the media, or with whom we have established long-term 

cooperation, such as the Břeclav Prison, companies (Gasnet, E.ON, Komerční banka, Central 

Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture), schools (Břeclav Grammar School, Rajhrad 

Secondary School, Vinařská Valtice Secondary School, Biskupské Grammar School Brno, Na Větvi 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/288/jaro-na-zehunsku
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/294/klejicha-je-tikajici-bomba/


 

 

Primary School Brno), interest groups (Natural Science Club for Secondary Schools in Prague, 

Paragliding Pálava, Mountain Sports Brno, scout troops, Czech and foreign volunteers from the 

European Voluntary Service).  

Before the start and "deployment" of volunteers to the event, we always gave them an introduction 

to the project, the Děvín site, and the IAS issue. After work, we took them on a guided tour of the 

site (see also section E1). The work was carried out intensively from the end of April to the end of 

May 2023, with only checks carried out during June. 

This year, for the first time, we provided the harvested Isatis plants to the Secondary School of Art 

and Design in Brno, where they were used as part of the students' practical training as an experiment 

in historical fabric dyeing. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/295/ekotextil-design-boryt-v-hlavni-roli/  

Links to some articles published in the press on the topic of "recruiting volunteers" can be found in 

the news section of the website: 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/283/zacina-borytova-sezona/ 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/289/boryt-v-udalostech-brno/  

Links to news about the 2023 harvest: 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/285/den-zeme-se-skauty-na-devine/ 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/286/boryt-poslouzi-studentum-jako-barvivo/ 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/290/pomahali-i-zacci-zakladni-skoly/ 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/291/pleti-palavy-v-roce-2023-souhrn/ 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/292/a-letos-posledni-kontrola-borytu/ 

Thanks to the warm spring this year, Isatis is starting to blossom earlier than usual. The first group 

of volunteers is already scheduled for April 15, 2024 (Rajhrad High School), with others to follow. 

For those interested in volunteering, we have provided the media with a press release, which was 

published here, for example. See the news item on the website: 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/293/sezona-borytu-2024-startuje/  

The problem in the Děvín SCI area is the presence of Ailanthus, which we are gradually eliminating. 

Prickly pear cacti are also appearing in the area, which we are eliminating using chemicals. An 

article on the issue of Opuntia cacti was published here: 

https://www.idnes.cz/brno/zpravy/ochranci-prirody-chko-palava-likvidace-kaktusy-opuncie-

hnedoostna.A240315_150832_brno-zpravy_azu 

Stolová hora 

There is no problem with invasive species in this area. 

Miroslavské kopce 

As we mentioned in section C1.1, the removal of Robinia saplings, and to a lesser extent Acer 

negundo saplings, has been ongoing since 2021. Following the interventions carried out by the 

AOPK, we offered to remediate the most affected areas, which was both financially and time-

consuming. 

Moravský kras, Floriánek 

The mowing of expansive grasses (especially Calamagrostis epigejos) is ongoing. 

Žehuňsko 

There is no problem with invasive species in this area. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/295/ekotextil-design-boryt-v-hlavni-roli/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/283/zacina-borytova-sezona/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/289/boryt-v-udalostech-brno/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/285/den-zeme-se-skauty-na-devine/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/286/boryt-poslouzi-studentum-jako-barvivo/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/290/pomahali-i-zacci-zakladni-skoly/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/291/pleti-palavy-v-roce-2023-souhrn/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/292/a-letos-posledni-kontrola-borytu/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/293/sezona-borytu-2024-startuje/
https://www.idnes.cz/brno/zpravy/ochranci-prirody-chko-palava-likvidace-kaktusy-opuncie-hnedoostna.A240315_150832_brno-zpravy_azu
https://www.idnes.cz/brno/zpravy/ochranci-prirody-chko-palava-likvidace-kaktusy-opuncie-hnedoostna.A240315_150832_brno-zpravy_azu


 

 

C2 Restoration of grassland habitats by reintroduction of grazing 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Photodocumentation of grazing - done 04/2023 

Photodocumentation 2 of final state 12/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Grazing started - done 06/2021 

Grazing completed – reintroduced on a total area of 44 ha  09/2024 

 

Stav k 31. 12. 2023: 

SCI C2 (ha) 

Děvín 8,3 

Miroslavské kopce 15,7 

Moravský kras 1,9 

Pouzdřanská step-Kolby 14,9 

Stránská skála 6,3 

Stolová hora 0,0 

Žehuňsko 1,9 

TOTAL 49 ha 

 

Stránská skála 

Every year, mixed herds (goats and sheep) graze here. In the fall of 2023, volunteers from Kaprálův 

mlýn and a scout troop participated in sheep grazing as part of a sponsorship program (see section 

E). Free grazing took place here. 

Pouzdřanská step-Kolby 

Mixed grazing (goats + sheep) takes place annually in various locations – either in the form of 

restoration grazing (scrub is grazed, then cut back) or as the introduction of grazing in areas where 

scrub has been cut back. 

Děvín 

In 2023, sheep grazing took place here on the plateau. We focused on areas where Festuca rubra, F. 

rupicola, and Brachypodium pinnatum are expanding. In 2024, free grazing will take place in the 

summit area and on inaccessible slopes. 

Stolová hora 

In 2022 and 2023, free grazing managed by the site administrator (AOPK) took place in the project 

areas. In 2024, we will address grazing here from the LIFE project with a mixed herd of goats and 

sheep. 

Miroslavské kopce 

Grazing was introduced in areas where trees had been cut down and in former Robinia groves, where 

sheep cleared the areas of self-sown trees. Mowing is difficult in former Robinia groves, but sheep 

can move easily through the vegetation and reduce it. In addition, thanks to their appetite, more 

space was opened up, which was thus cleared of Robinia and Prunus mahaleb saplings. 

 https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/304/ovce-na-bejcaku/  

Moravský kras, Floriánek 

Sheep grazing takes place here every year, most recently in the fall of 2023, especially around the 

monitoring cages. In 2024, there will be a new shepherdess here. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/304/ovce-na-bejcaku/


 

 

Žehuňsko 

Sheep grazing: 

In 2023, grazing took place on an area of 1.9 ha. In 2024, grazing will take place in the 7th and 8th 

months in the Báň sad section.https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/296/paseme-orchidejovy-les/  

Deer (Dama dama) grazing: 

Controlled grazing has ended, the enclosure was dismantled in 2023, and its effectiveness is 

currently being evaluated. Monitoring cages have been placed on site. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/338/rizena-pastva-danky/  

 

C3 Restoration management of forest habitats 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Photodocumentation of work progress - done 04/2023 

Photodocumentation 2 of final state 12/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Restoration management started - done 11/2020 

Restoration management completed  10/2025 

 

Status as of 3/24: 

EVL C3 (ha) 

Žehuňsko 15 ha 

 

Žehuňsko 

Thinning of self-sown trees continued in the Kněžičky and Báň areas. Maintenance of fences is 

ongoing. Thinning work was completed – crown reduction and ringing – creation of tree stumps for 

the purpose of thinning with the aim of preserving the habitat of saproxylic insects. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/297/vyrezy-na-bani/  

We have pre-grown Quercus pubescens seedlings, grown from acorns collected under existing trees 

in Žehuňsko, in a minimum quantity of 1,200 seedlings. Planting is planned for the fall of 2024, as 

spring planting has not proven successful due to drought in recent years. Planting will be carried out 

in the existing forest in clearings after felling, and we are currently negotiating with the owners 

(AOPK, private individuals) where the fences for planting will be located. 

 

D. MONITORING OF THE IMPACT OF THE PROJECT ACTIONS  

D1 Monitoring of project impact on target habitats 

Deliverable name Deadline 

The report about project impact  12/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Data collected  10/2025 

 

Control cages have been installed and monitoring areas (without cages) established at all SCIs. The 

control cages on the Miroslavské kopce site have been removed and transferred to the Žehuňsko 

site. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/296/paseme-orchidejovy-les/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/338/rizena-pastva-danky/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/297/vyrezy-na-bani/


 

 

Status as of 3/24: 

SCI monitoring plots  control plots  

Děvín 26 5 

Miroslavské kopce 23 0 (originally 8 pieces - removed in 4/23) 

Moravský kras 5 5 

Pouzdřanská step-Kolby 21 5 

Stránská skála 15 5 

Stolová hora 10 5 

Žehuňsko 107 53 

TOTAL 207 78 

 

Evaluation of management impacts (C1, C2, C3) is based on annual vegetation plots and data from 

microclimatic sensors. We compare year-to-year changes in vegetation composition. For mowing 

and grazing, we also compare managed plots with control plots. 

In the study of habitat suitability for Orchis purpurea in the Natura 2000 site Žehuňsko, we tested 

seed germination in different parts of the area. Germination of this orchid depends on contact with 

a mycorrhizal fungus. If the fungus is missing, the orchid cannot grow. 

In autumn 2022, we buried nylon bags with a defined number of seeds. Some were to be collected 

after 1 year, others after 2 and 3 years. Unfortunately, wild boars destroyed the sites, digging up and 

damaging most of the bags. We collected the remaining bags and analysed the data. After one year, 

only asymbiotic germination was observed, because the fungus usually needs more than one year to 

colonize. Results showed that in the Bludy site (steppe under the game reserve) the habitat is not 

suitable, because most seeds were attacked by pathogenic fungi. 

We repeated the experiment in 2023, again burying nylon bags with seeds, this time mainly inside 

fenced areas and treated with repellents against wild animals. The treatment will continue 

throughout the year.We also isolated mycorrhizal fungi directly from roots of Orchis purpurea to 

check if it is a specific fungus or a common one in the soil. Although isolation was successful, 

cultivation was very problematic, so identification was not possible. 

Orchis purpurea is insect-pollinated. Populations in forests or small populations are unattractive to 

pollinators. To find out if the orchid’s presence is limited by pollinators, we monitored pollinators 

at the same time across sites and also performed hand-pollination. Hand-pollination was successful 

– pollinated flowers produced seeds. Data from pollinator monitoring and hand-pollination are 

currently being analysed. 

 

D2 LIFE performance indicators monitoring 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Evaluation of project impact on LPI and KPI 1 - done 04/2023 

Evaluation of project impact on LPI and KPI 2 12/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

LIFE Performance indicators monitoring started - done 01/2020 

Baseline data for assessing impact on LPI started - done 01/2020 

Baseline data for assessing impact on LPI gathered - done 11/2020 

LIFE Performance indicators monitoring completed  12/2025 

 

 

 



 

 

D3 Assessment of project impact on ecosystem services  

Deliverable name Deadline 

Assessment study on projects impacts on ecosystem functions (services)  06/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Assessment of projects impacts in ecosystem functions started - done 01/2020 

Assessment of projects impacts in ecosystem functions completed  09/2025 

 

We changed the author of the ecosystem services (ES) assessment. In May 2023 he prepared an 

interim report, updated in December 2023. 

In the new report, each of the three CICES categories of ecosystem services is represented by two 

services. In total, six ES (according to the CICES classification) were evaluated using the ES 

assessment method by Burkhard et al. (2014). The selection was based on the services identified by 

MAES (2018) as important for agroecosystems, including grasslands. Links between ES, drivers of 

change, and environmental conditions were also considered. 

The evaluation was done for each project site, taking into account different management approaches 

applied during the project. 

Overview of assessed ecosystem services: 

• Climate regulation (regulating ES) 

• Erosion prevention (regulating ES) 

• Biomass / energy source (provisioning ES) 

• Livestock and animal products (provisioning ES) 

• Recreation (cultural ES) 

• Knowledge systems (cultural ES) 

The goal was to select ecosystem services that are easier to understand and relate to real scenarios, 

while still meeting the criteria for grassland ecosystems. 

Recommendations related to carbon storage will be integrated into project activities C – use of 

biochar and processing of wood into products. 

D4 Assessment of projects socio-economic impacts and impact of dissemination actions 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Assessment study on projects socio-economic impacts  06/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Assessment of projects socio-economic impacts started - done 03/2020 

Assessment of projects socio-economic impacts completed  12/2025 

Monitoring of impact of project´s dissemination actions started - done 01/2020 

Monitoring of impact of project´s dissemination actions completed  12/2025 

 

Since the last visit, an interim report on socio-economic impacts was prepared in June 2023. 

Baseline and final values for the project were set for four indicators. For each main indicator, the 

current measurement and expected target are described: 

• Changes in the tourism sector (number of visitors, tourist facilities or attractions in the 

project area) 

• Creation or closure of businesses (jobs created within the project and in the wider economy) 



 

 

• Changes in employment (new or lost jobs) 

• Changes in behaviour of local people 

Socio-economic indicators have also been defined for the whole implementation period. 

 

E. PUBLIC AWARENESS AND DISSEMINATION OF RESULTS 

E1 Awareness raising – public 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Chocolates – with project motive and information on package: pens - done 05/2020 

Project communication plan done 12/2019 

7 e-publication CZ SCIs - done 03/2021 

Games: match-match, Leaflet on target species and habitats, Ecological textile 

bags with project motive, T-shirts with project motive - done 

04/2020 

Layman report  09/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

The first press release was created and distributed - done 11/2019 

Establishment of project website - done 12/2019 

Installation of LIFE information panels - splněno 05/2020 

The first meeting with stakeholders was organised - done 09/2020 

The first excursion was organised - done 11/2020 

 

Further updates have been posted on the project website at https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt/48/life-

southmoravia/ and on the ZO ČSOP Onyx Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ ZO-ČSOP-

ONYX-111354410250758/ with the hashtag #LIFE_SouthMoravia. Přidali jsme do všech 

webových záložek projektu text v angličtině. 

Facebook now has 704 followers (as of April 12, 2024), see the screenshot below. We do not use 

any other social media.  

 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt/48/life-southmoravia/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt/48/life-southmoravia/
https://www.facebook.com/%20ZO-%C4%8CSOP-ONYX-111354410250758/
https://www.facebook.com/%20ZO-%C4%8CSOP-ONYX-111354410250758/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/life_southmoravia?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCNRFNrqhwfea-Ga4gv4EeZ5JOyL-pJLuXqTl43jSArb8HcRekMZNp_QISOxGqrNzOGtEoGH1_dEFQVqJrlMUr-sRSnlgkdl1wUjS-3c6Te09ag12cklKe03ah5XUF-GKL1027cvKZbzngaWjEjet_Wz986-QOQbMFVEcG_N5G09pAmYi3AT_7JvV43ABetYeS9n8Iu_4ixPRs9E01TD4VTkNjPIdwxdjUWMzl5yedYOTBLKVeSr5ycpmTVS-4KGbCDL0rE48SOgnXi_yOOt9-c0Efo8yxiaAndEvEHbwubtLKQrEGtjnWkr1NAcIZpKyEayE1trsqqaV8irXJsClc&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/life_southmoravia?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCNRFNrqhwfea-Ga4gv4EeZ5JOyL-pJLuXqTl43jSArb8HcRekMZNp_QISOxGqrNzOGtEoGH1_dEFQVqJrlMUr-sRSnlgkdl1wUjS-3c6Te09ag12cklKe03ah5XUF-GKL1027cvKZbzngaWjEjet_Wz986-QOQbMFVEcG_N5G09pAmYi3AT_7JvV43ABetYeS9n8Iu_4ixPRs9E01TD4VTkNjPIdwxdjUWMzl5yedYOTBLKVeSr5ycpmTVS-4KGbCDL0rE48SOgnXi_yOOt9-c0Efo8yxiaAndEvEHbwubtLKQrEGtjnWkr1NAcIZpKyEayE1trsqqaV8irXJsClc&__tn__=%2ANK-R


 

 

According to Google Analytics, there were 768 unique views on the subpage 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt/48/life-southmoravia/ as of May 21, 2022, see previous report. 

Now (as of April 12, 2024), there are 237 new users, see the screenshot below, for a total of 1,005 

visitors. Unfortunately, Google Analytics no longer allows you to view the total summary 

retrospectively. 

 

 

Chocolate bars – At the start of the project, 1,000 wrappers were printed. In 2022 and 2023, 200 

chocolate bars were produced each year (because of expiry date). These 400 pieces were distributed 

among project partners and almost all have already been given out, mainly during meetings with 

landowners and stakeholders (AOPK, PLA administrations, municipalities) and during excursions 

for the public or schools. The demand for them is very high. 

Pens – A total of 5,000 pieces were produced. About 4,000 have already been distributed, mostly 

during meetings with landowners and stakeholders (AOPK, PLA administrations, municipalities) 

and during public or school excursions. 

Project leaflets – 5,000 copies were printed in Czech. We decided not to make an English version. 

About 4,000 have already been distributed, mainly during meetings with landowners and 

stakeholders (AOPK, PLA administrations, municipalities) and during excursions. 

Instead of the English version, we prepared a leaflet on invasive plant species for the general public. 

Printed versions (5,000 pcs) were ready in May 2022. Most of them (about 4,500 pcs) have already 

been distributed, mainly during meetings with landowners and stakeholders (AOPK, PLA 

administrations, municipalities). 

Electronic versions are available for download on the project website (see links). 

Project leaflets: https://www.csoponyx.cz/upload/1652691835.4227.pdf 

Article with information and links in the news section of the project website: 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/238/metody-likvidace-nezadoucich-druhu-rostlin/ 

Textile bags with the project motif – another 500 pieces were produced in the Czech version; we 

will not be producing an English version (the only change would be the project motto in English). 

They were distributed among partners, and a total of approximately 400 pieces have now been 

handed out, mainly during negotiations with landowners and stakeholders – AOPK, CHKO, 

municipalities – and during excursions for the public or schools.  

T-shirts with the project motif – another 300 pieces were produced in the Czech version, we will 

not be making an English version (the only change would be the project motto in English), they 

were distributed among partners, and a total of approximately 250 pieces have now been handed 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/projekt/48/life-southmoravia/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/upload/1652691835.4227.pdf
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/238/metody-likvidace-nezadoucich-druhu-rostlin/


 

 

out, mainly during meetings with landowners and stakeholders – AOPK, CHKO, municipalities, 

and during excursions for schools, we give them at least to teachers. 

We have decided not to produce memory games for the time being, as we have enough from other 

projects where similar species are involved (LIFE Subpannonic project). Instead, in May 2022, 500 

wooden magnets were produced with engraved images of species typical of the project sites – 

Adonis vernalis, Orchis purpurea, Mantis religiosa. Now that they have been distributed to the same 

target groups as the originally planned memory games, i.e., schools, municipalities, and authorities, 

they are essentially all gone.  

Article with information and links in the news section of the project website: 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/239/magnetky-s-typickymi-druhy-nasich-lokalit/ 

The communication plan is regularly updated, and the PR manager is responsible for it. 

E-publications – in addition to publications for all seven EVLs, in May 2022 we prepared an e-

publication entitled Methods of Disposing of Undesirable Plant Species, which can be downloaded 

from the link below. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/upload/1653565514.844.pdf 

Printed publication – a bilingual photo publication (CZ/ENG) covering all seven SACs was 

produced in March 2022 in a print run of 1,000 copies. Almost all copies have now been distributed, 

mainly to cooperating stakeholders (AOPK, CHKO, municipalities) and volunteers. The electronic 

version is available on the project website in the Downloads section, information in News: 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/228/sedm-stepnich-kraloven/  

Excursions – as part of our cooperation with volunteers, excursions with expert commentary were 

always held at the site after work for the following groups: 

Date SCI Participants Number 

of 

persons 

Guide 

22.4.2023 Děvín Skauti 89.oddíl Brno 12 Igor Forgáč, Kaprálův mlýn 

23.4.2023 Žehuňsko Česká společnost 

entomologická, veřejnost 

28 Karel Kříž, ČSOP Vlašim 

26.4.2023 Děvín Komerční banka Brno 7 Ondřej Bukovský, ČSOP Onyx 

29.4.2023 Děvín Biologický kroužek pro SŠ, 

Praha 

16 Jiří Kmet, CHKO Pálava 

3.5.2023 Děvín Věznice Břeclav, Paragliding 

Pálava 

25 Igor Forgáč, Kaprálův mlýn 

3.5.2023 Děvín Gymnázium Břeclav 29 Ondřej Bukovský, ČSOP Onyx 

4.5.2023 Děvín Paragliding Pálava 11 Ondřej Bukovský, ČSOP Onyx 

10.5.2023 Děvín Střední škola Rajhrad 31 Ivana Mariánková, ČSOP 

Onyx 

10.5.2023 Děvín Věznice Břeclav, Ústřední 

kontrolní a zkušební ústav 

zemědělský 

17 Igor Forgáč, Kaprálův mlýn 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/239/magnetky-s-typickymi-druhy-nasich-lokalit/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/upload/1653565514.844.pdf
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/228/sedm-stepnich-kraloven/


 

 

11.5.2023 Děvín ZŠ Na Větvi, Brno 28 Ivana Mariánková, ČSOP 

Onyx 

12.5.2023 Děvín E.ON Brno 7 Ivana Mariánková, ČSOP 

Onyx 

15.5.2023 Děvín SŠ Vinařská, Valtice 20 Ondřej Bukovský, ČSOP Onyx 

25.5.2023 Děvín Biskupské gymnázium Brno 56 Ivana Mariánková, ČSOP 

Onyx 

15.6.2023 Děvín Věznice Břeclav 12 Igor Forgáč, Kaprálův mlýn 

24.6.2023 Děvín Vysokohorské sporty Brno 20 Igor Forgáč, Kaprálův mlýn 

14.9.2023 Stolová hora KPMG a.s. Brno 38 Vilém Jurek, ČSOP Onyx 

23.9.2023 Pouzdřanská 

step-Kolby 

Katedra environmentálních 

studií FSS Masarykovy 

Univerzity Brno 

43 Vilém Jurek, ČSOP Onyx, 

Michal Medek, Kaprálův mlýn 

3.10.2023 Stolová hora Penta Real Estate s.r.o. Praha 30 Ondřej Bukovský, ČSOP Onyx 

1.10.2023 Stolová hora Gasnet a.s. 17 Ivana Mariánková, ČSOP 

Onyx 

TOTAL 447 persons 

 

Links on website and facebook: 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/284/zehunsko-je-i-entomologicky-zajimava-lokalita/ 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/301/exkurze-na-devine/  

https://www.facebook.com/events/295166519638577/?ref=newsfeed  

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/302/exkurze-na-stolove-hore/ 

The Scout Institute has an excellent Patronage program that connects Scout troops, nature 

conservation experts, and administrators of valuable areas. Thanks to this connection, hundreds of 

children are effectively and meaningfully involved in caring for dozens of interesting places and 

gaining practical information about nature conservation. So far, we have agreed on the following 

patronages and are negotiating with other interested parties: 

Stránská Skála: 

- 89th Brno Údolní Troop 

- 93rd Brno Tuřany Troop 

- Caudata Rover Tribe – Židenice and Černovice Brno 

- 3rd Kassiopeia Girl Scout Troop – Vyškov 

- Královo Pole Brno Center 

Floriánek: 

- Jedovnice Girl Scouts 

Děvín: 

- 89th Brno Údolní Troop 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/284/zehunsko-je-i-entomologicky-zajimava-lokalita/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/301/exkurze-na-devine/
https://www.facebook.com/events/295166519638577/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/302/exkurze-na-stolove-hore/


 

 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/311/skautske-patronaty/  

Installation of information panels – panels are installed at all locations and attached to existing 

boundary markers with information about the location. During field visits, their condition is 

continuously checked and any necessary repairs are made. 

Workshops for teachers will take place at the end of August/beginning of September 2024 at 

Kaprálův mlýn. 

 

E2 Awareness raising - key stakeholders 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Attendance list of two-days trip for stakeholders participants + 

photodocumentation 

06/2020 

Attendance list of meeting with stakeholders participants + 

photodocumentation 

08/2020 

Attendance list of seminar participants + photodocumentation 10/2021 

Milestone name Deadline 

The first two-days trip for stakeholders was organised  05/2020 

The first meeting with stakeholders was organised  07/2020 

The first seminar was organised  09/2021 

 

Meetings with stakeholders continue to be informal, without attendance lists or photographic 

documentation. Some meetings are also held in the field, directly at the project sites.  

The last six months have been devoted to intensive work on the preparation of an amendment to the 

Hunting Act, which was undertaken by our colleague from ČSOP Vlašim, Karel Kříž. Together 

with six other non-governmental and professional organizations (e.g., the Association of Private 

Agriculture, Association of Municipal and Private Forest Owners, ProSilvaBohemica – professional 

association of foresters, ČSOP headquarters), we have been striving since 2020 for changes aimed 

at preserving forest biodiversity, removing protected species from the list of game animals, and 

improving the rights of owners. The amendment, currently in the consultation process, includes a 

number of measures, including damage-based hunting planning, the removal of unmanaged species 

from the list of game animals, and a reduction in the minimum size of hunting grounds. These steps 

are key to sustainable hunting and nature conservation in the Czech Republic. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/298/pripravovana-novela-zakona-o-myslivosti-a-postoj-csop/  

https://ekolist.cz/cz/publicistika/nazory-a-komentare/karel-kriz-pripravovana-novela-zakona-o-

myslivosti-a-postoj-

csop?fbclid=IwAR3MUFXcUTCMFMNIX_yEYI7r2N_BYB8zzgGz1zrpIjAG_0_V0-tylzwP_po  

Other discussions concerned the following areas: 

Central Bohemian Regional Authority – damage caused by wild boars to meadows with orchids and 

forests, discussions on eliminating this damage and the need to regulate game populations (being 

addressed by ČSOP Vlašim).  Central Bohemian Region Nature and Landscape Protection Agency 

– discussion of the AfterLife plan, which includes the maintenance of fences and the removal of 

self-sown trees, a follow-up project from the Operational Program Environment, e.g., in the style of 

stepping stones, connecting parts of the territory in Kněžičky. Negotiations have also begun with 

the Regional Authority of the Central Bohemian Region on stabilizing grazing (being addressed by 

ČSOP Vlašim).  

Change in the grazing regime in forests – discussion on a new approach that would not be restricted 

by state administration but would allow owners to give their consent. This issue is currently being 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/311/skautske-patronaty/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/298/pripravovana-novela-zakona-o-myslivosti-a-postoj-csop/
https://ekolist.cz/cz/publicistika/nazory-a-komentare/karel-kriz-pripravovana-novela-zakona-o-myslivosti-a-postoj-csop?fbclid=IwAR3MUFXcUTCMFMNIX_yEYI7r2N_BYB8zzgGz1zrpIjAG_0_V0-tylzwP_po
https://ekolist.cz/cz/publicistika/nazory-a-komentare/karel-kriz-pripravovana-novela-zakona-o-myslivosti-a-postoj-csop?fbclid=IwAR3MUFXcUTCMFMNIX_yEYI7r2N_BYB8zzgGz1zrpIjAG_0_V0-tylzwP_po
https://ekolist.cz/cz/publicistika/nazory-a-komentare/karel-kriz-pripravovana-novela-zakona-o-myslivosti-a-postoj-csop?fbclid=IwAR3MUFXcUTCMFMNIX_yEYI7r2N_BYB8zzgGz1zrpIjAG_0_V0-tylzwP_po


 

 

prepared for inclusion in the amendment to the Forest Act. Comments on behalf of ČSOP are being 

prepared by Karel Kříž from ČSOP Vlašim, among others. The proposal is currently before the 

Government Legislative Council and will be submitted for approval. Ministry of the Environment 

– preparation of a document for the application of the Nature Restoration Law. ČSOP members are 

actively involved in working groups on forests (Karel Kříž from ČSOP Vlašim) and biodiversity.  

Landscape policy – development of a landscape planning concept. Vilém Jurek and Karel Kříž are 

working on the preparation of this document for the Ministry of the Environment. EVVO concept 

for the South Moravian Region – preparation of comments from Kaprálův mlýn (Michal Medek, 

Tomáš Kozel). 

 

E3 Replication toolkit 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Presentation/poster from conference  12/2024 

Scientific paper  12/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Information focal point was created - done 11/2020 

Informal workgroups for the above listed specific topics were created - done 12/2020 

The first personal meeting with relevant stakeholders was realised - done 08/2020 

 

E4 Increasing socio-economic benefits 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Attendance list of meeting/consultation with local farmers + 

photodocumentation 

09/2020 

Attendance list of workshop for guides participants + photodocumentation 10/2023 

Photodocumentation of objects of small-scale infrastructure for visitors  05/2024 

Reports on meetings with visitors 12/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

The first meeting/consultation with local farmers was realised  10/2020 

7 contact points for visitors was created  08/2020 

Workshop for guides was organised  09/2023 

7 objects of small-scale infrastructure for visitors created  04/2024 

 

Meetings with local farmers are still taking place on an ongoing and informal basis (without 

attendance lists or photo documentation) in order to identify their interests and needs. Training for 

local guides is being prepared online for May 2024. Creation of small-scale visitor infrastructure – 

benches and information signs about the project are being manufactured, and locations for their 

placement have been selected (pre-agreed with the owners). Placement will take place during May 

2024 at all locations. 

 

E5 Networking 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Report of networking trips/events - done 1/2021 

Milestone name Deadline 

The first networking trips/events was realised - done 12/2020 

 

Since the last monitoring visit, the following networking meetings have taken place:  



 

 

On May 3-5, 2023, the partners of the LIFE FOR SEEDS project (LIFE20 NAT/SI/000253) carried 

out the third of four planned foreign visits as part of establishing contacts with thematically related 

projects. We visited Portofino Park, located about 30 km east of Genoa in the Italian province of 

Liguria. This is one of the sites of the LIFE Orchids project (LIFE17 NAT/IT/000596), where 

several micro-reserves for orchids have been established. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/287/orchidejovy-networking-v-italii/  

On May 20, 2023, we participated in the 10th annual Steppe Festival in Raná near Louny, a popular 

event organized by the Czech Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection and the 

municipality of Raná under the auspices of the Governor of the Ústí nad Labem Region. We arrived 

the day before the event and, together with colleagues from other organizations, visited some of our 

project sites and discussed all aspects of the implementation of LIFE projects. It was great to meet 

many equally enthusiastic nature lovers and share our experiences with the restoration of steppe 

sites. For us, such meetings are not only about work, but also about building a community that shares 

common goals and values. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/305/slavnosti-stepi-na-rane/ 

From October 18 to 21, 2023, our partners from ČSOP Vlašim and the Botanical Institute of the 

Czech Academy of Sciences welcomed colleagues from the Swedish organization Pro Natura and 

the Norwegian company Tree Solution. Expert teams from the Biology Center of the Czech 

Academy of Sciences and the Czech Union for Nature Conservation - Arborist Academy met to 

discuss our recent interventions and surveys conducted on old trees. We discussed our activities at 

sites involved in the LIFE SouthMoravia project and the VetExT (Veteran Tree Experience 

Transfer, reg. no. 3211100001) project, and shared our knowledge and experience in caring for these 

valuable natural habitats. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/299/networking-ke-starym-stromum/ 

On November 2-3, 2023, the CZ-SK SouthLife project team organized a workshop focused on 

Osmoderma eremita and Carabus menetriesi. This event, intended for stakeholders, took place at 

the Nové dvory Congress and Conference Center. Our colleague Ivana presented all three ongoing 

LIFE ČSOP Onyx projects and one planned project in which the hermit beetle would play a key 

role. The event also included a day trip to the SCI Vrbenské rybníky with a detailed commentary. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/306/predstaveni-projektu-life-v-novych-dvorech/  

On December 4, 2023, we participated in a networking meeting in Travní dvůr for a project LIFE 

in Salt Marshes (LIFE22-NAT-CZ-LIFE in Salt Marshes/101113725), focused on the restoration of 

salt marshes in Moravian Pannonia. The aim of the project is to improve the condition of wetland 

sites suffering from biodiversity loss and reduced water retention capacity. The project includes 

eight sites of European importance with traditional and experimental restoration methods. We 

discussed possible cooperation with local municipalities, the South Moravian Region, farmers, and 

volunteers. 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/314/networking-k-slaniskum/  

 

F. PROJECT MANAGEMENT  

F1 Project management and reporting 

Deliverable name Deadline 

Project manager nominated and employed (Onyx) - done 09/2019 

Milestone name Deadline 

Assembling the Steering Committee of the project - done 11/2019 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/287/orchidejovy-networking-v-italii/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/305/slavnosti-stepi-na-rane/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/299/networking-ke-starym-stromum/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/306/predstaveni-projektu-life-v-novych-dvorech/
https://www.vumop.cz/life-salt-marshes
https://www.vumop.cz/life-salt-marshes
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/314/networking-k-slaniskum/


 

 

Meetings are held once a week (in person or online) with project manager Ivana Mariánková, PR 

manager Pavel Pechoušek, and Vilém Jurka, who is responsible for field work and its coordination 

(site manager). Approximately once a month, an informational project meeting is held with project 

accountant Iveta Kopečná and the organization's statutory representative Marek Fugner.  

Communication with project partners takes place on an ongoing basis, individually as needed, in 

person, online, by telephone, or by email. Since the last monitoring visit, personal meetings of all 

project co-recipients have taken place on the following dates: 

30.-31.1.2023 České Budějovice 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/282/setkani-partneru-v-jiznich-cechach/  

27.-28.11.2023 Čejkovice 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/307/setkani-partneru-v-cejkovicich/  

25.-26.3.2024 v Čejkovice 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/308/setkani-partneru-opet-v-cejkovicich/  

Další setkání je naplánováno na 10/24. 

Členům Steering Committee je každoročně zaslána zpráva o stavu projektu, dotazy jsou 

zodpovězeny elektronickou formou (mailem, příp. individuální setkání osobně či online). 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/339/zprava-za-rok-2022/  

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/340/zprava-za-rok-2023/  

The next meeting is scheduled for September 24. 

 

F3 After-LIFE plan 

 

Deliverable name Deadline 

After-LIFE conservation plan  11/2025 

Milestone name Deadline 

Deadline Elaboration of After-LIFE conservation plan started  03/2025 

 

In Brno on April 15, 2024 

Prepared by: 

Ing. Ivana Mariánková 

Ing. Vilém Jurek 

https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/282/setkani-partneru-v-jiznich-cechach/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/307/setkani-partneru-v-cejkovicich/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/308/setkani-partneru-opet-v-cejkovicich/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/339/zprava-za-rok-2022/
https://www.csoponyx.cz/novinka/340/zprava-za-rok-2023/

